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LIBRARY REPORT—Highlights of Library happenings, programs, and more! 

February 18-March 17 
 

INSPIRING AND SUPPORTING A COMMUNITY OF LEARNING AND A CULTURE OF READING  

Freedom to Read Week—February 21-27   

The Library celebrated Freedom to Read week between February 21-27. The 
annual event, planned by the Book and Periodical Council of Canada aims to 
raise awareness of, encourage participation in, and promote the importance 
of freedom of expression in Canada.  

Information about this celebration was promoted at the Library via posters, 
banned book displays, and engaging social media posts. 

Formerly banned books include classics Beloved by Toni Morrison, Moby 
Dick by Herman Melville,   The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger, and To Kill 
a Mockingbird by the late Harper Lee.  

 

  

An image collection of banned books, which was promoted online for 
Freedom to Read Week 2016.  

Friends of the Library Book Sale—February 26-28 

The first Friends of the Library Book Sale of 2016 was a 
success! After many months of “weeding” our collection, we 
provide our community with access to books that they may 
not typically be able to purchase without the reduction in 
cost.   

The books are donated to the Friends, who run three book 
sales per year and sell books, CDs, DVDs, and more, for $2 or 
less.  

The Friends raised $5,122 in three short days! Leftover books 
from the Book Sale are donated to a local organization called 
Discover Books, who sell some books online to keep their 
organization running, redistribute the books to local groups in 
need, and recycle any leftover items.  

The next book sale will take place in May. Details to come! 

  

 

Books lined up at the first 
 book sale of 2016 
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PROVIDING ENGAGING SPACES TO CREATE KNOWLEDGE AND SHARE STORIES 

Spring Break Spree—March 11-26 

Spring Break events are currently taking place at all locations of the Library and we’ve got lots of great 
events taking place for families, including Fun with Lego, Family Fun Time sessions, a family movie, 
Family Storytimes, Family Literacy Fridays. The library is certainly to be busy during the holidays with 
families looking for free events and students looking to continue their scholastic activities during the 
break. Fire Hall storytime even filled up three weeks in advance! Here’s to a great Spring Break at the 
Librayr.  

Monday Night at the Movies  

Movies. At the Library! The Monday Night at the Movies program has been taking off since its start in 
2015. Patrons have enjoyed watching these movies, many adapted from literature, for free at the 
Capilano location—there’s even a regular crowd that comes every week! With all of the Oscar buzz, 
numbers are growing every week and we’re seeing 30-50 attend. The room was filled to capacity at the 
showing of Spotlight—we’ve already set a repeat date!  

Pink Shirt Day—February 24 

Staff at all three locations wore pink on Wednesday, February 24 in support of Pink Shirt Day, an anti-
bullying campaign. Staff also created informative displays of resources available at their locations. Here 
are a few photos from the day!  
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SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF DIGITAL LITERACY AND DIGITAL CREATIVITY  

FOSTERING COMMUNITY COLLABORATION 

 Celebrating Nowruz—Persian New Year 

The annual celebration of Nowruz falls on the 
night of the Spring Equinox, which takes place on 
Sunday, March 20, 2016.  

An NVDPL staff member set up a beautiful “Haft 
Seen” table for the week leading up to the annual 
Nowruz.  The table traditionally holds seven 
items that all start with the letter “seen” in the 
Persian Alphabet.  

There is also explanatory signage and literature 
explaining Nowruz and the Haft Seen table. A 
great community building display!   

 

Haft Seen table display at Lynn Valley Library.  

 TED Talks—February 15-19 

In the February Library report, we recorded a half-way attendance 
total of 188 for the TED Talks which took place February 15-19. 
The final attendance count was 288!  

TED 2017 is scheduled from April 24-28 in Vancouver, BC. The 
Library looks forward to being another official screening location.  

Capilano Universe Lecture Series 2016  

In its sixth year, the Capilano Universe Lecture Series 
started returned to NVDPL on February 24 with “I Know 
Not Why I Do,” an exploration of the unconscious in 
decision making and behaviour. What started as a 
partnership program between Capilano University and the 
North Vancouver District Public Library, has evolved into a 
partnership program between Capilano University, the 
West Vancouver Memorial Library, the North Vancouver 
City Library, and the Burnaby Public Library.  

A crowd of over 90 people attended the Capilano Universe 
Lecture Series at Lynn Valley Library in February!  

Capilano Hosted the lecture “Legacy of a Secret War: How 
War’s Aftermath Continues to Kill” lecture on March 9 and 
the next event takes place April 20 at Parkgate, titled 
“Towers of Song: European Adventures of the Capilano 
University Singers.”  
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MISCELLAENOUS  

Meet Your Mayor—March 15 

The monthly Meet Your Mayor events are always a great 
success! This month in particular, regular NVDPL patron 
stopped by to say hi to District of North Vancouver Mayor 
Richard Walton and chat with him about an initiative 
called “Raise Your Hands Against Racism.” Here’s a great 
photo of a young patron with the Mayor:   

 

On March 15, @BeingKulvir tweeted: 
“Always great to see & chat with Mayor Walton- He 
supports Raise Your Hands Against Racism 
#HandsAgainstRacism 

 

Board Photos—Behind the Scenes!  

The 2016 Library Board wore their best outfits and smiles for the individual headshots and group shot 
of the 2016 Board. The photo will be available in the coming weeks, but here’s a sneak peek (quite 
literally!) from the group photo session: 

 

From L to R: Kristine Mactaggart Wright, Linda Munro, Phil Webber,  
Allison Rzen, Ken Lim, Mark Jefferson, and David Porter  
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Circulation Transformation 

In advance of the proposed renovation to the Circulation Area of Lynn Valley Library, Library staff are 
transforming a small section of the Library into a simulation Circulation Area. Here’s a Message from 
Director of Library Services, Jacqueline van Dyk, that was posted to the website:  

“NVDPL is proud to have three beautiful Library buildings. And we are always evaluating our services 
and facilities so we can successfully provide the best service possible our community. 

 

You talk and we listen: suggestions and feedback from our community are important to us! In response 
to recent feedback, we opened up a new entrance at Lynn Valley which provides patrons with direct 
access to Delany's Coffee Shop. And now, one area we are focusing on is the Lynn Valley Library 
Circulation Area. To facilitate our desire to connect more and provide a more personalized service to 
you, we are undergoing a minor renovation in the coming year. This transformation will build upon the 
existing area to increase functionality and maximize the use of space in the busy front lobby at Lynn 
Valley. We’re breaking the barriers—quite literally!—to bring our staff closer to you. 

 

Over the next week, a small portion of the 2nd floor will transform into a simulated version of our new 
Circulation Area. By doing this, we can evaluate our plans before putting them into action—an 
important step in evaluating and measuring the impacts of our Library facilities, and ensuring a 
valuable outcome to our patrons and staff.  

We appreciate your feedback and input during this exciting transformation. You can find more details 
on our simulated Circulation Area, our renovation plans and see our progress here: 
http://www.nvdpl.ca/circreno  

 

A header image from the NVDPL website. 

http://www.nvdpl.ca/circreno
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS–FEBRUARY 2016 

 Adult Programs: 619 people attended 40 adult programs in February 2016, an increase of 200 
when compared to January 2016 and a 10% increase when comparing to February 2015.  

 Newcomer/ELL Programs: English Language Learning programs continue to increase in 
attendance. The Library held 8 English Language Learning programs with a total attendance of 
52 people.  

 Teen Programs: The Library hosted 1 event specifically for teens: TAG, with a total 7 people. 
Teens also volunteered as Tech Tutors on Tuesdays at Capilano Library.  

 Children’s Programs: 93 children’s programs were attended by 2757 children and their 
caregivers, showing an increase of 3% when compared to February 2015. If attendance remains 
consistent for March, we’ll see a Q1 increase of over 2% when compared to Q1 2015. 

 Traffic (measured by gate counts): 75,713 patrons walked through our gates in February 2016. 
This is an increase of 8,000 patrons when compared to January 2016, and a 7% increase when 
compared to February 2015. While walk-in traffic remained consistent at Capilano and Parkgate 
Libraries, traffic at Lynn Valley increased by 4,500 patrons when compared to February 2015. As 
the entrance was opened up in February, this may have had an impact on the increase of walk-in 
traffic.   

 Circulation and Holds: 118,455 physical items were borrowed, and 15, 864 holds were placed. 
These stats show an increase of 4% in both areas when compared to February 2016.  

 Digital Circulation: The trend of increasing Digital Circulation continues, as 6,929 items were 
borrowed in February 2016. 16% higher than February 2016. 

 Virtual Visits:  Bibliocommons usage continues to increase at 57,115 visits in February 2016. 
Virtual visits remain consistent at 25,986 hits for the month of February. A total virtual visits 
increase of 7% when compared to February 2015.  

 

 


