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LIBRARY REPORT 

September 18-October 16, 2015 
 

Over the last month, the Library offered many programs and events that support our Strategic Framework. Here’s 
a summary of those activities that took place from September 18 to October 16.  

INSPIRING AND SUPPORTING A COMMUNITY OF LEARNING AND A CULTURE OF READING 

As we settle into fall, the Library continues to offer programming which supports the development of literacy skills 
and stimulates a desire to read in our community.  

2015 Children’s Summer Reading Club Results  
The 2015 Summer Reading Club came to a close on September 19 and the results are in! As previously 
highlighted, there were 3,871 registrants to the BC Summer Reading Club, which is 1,000 more participants 
than 2014. The completion rate for 2015 is 36.5%, with a total of 1418 completions.  
With that, it seems the 2015 Summer Reading Club comes to an end!  

Book Club Meetings Begin!  

The 2015/2016 Book Clubs, hosted by our expert NVDPL 
Librarians, kicked off at the end of the September. There are 
six book clubs running this year—as clubs filled quickly, we 
were able to add an additional club to satisfy patron 
demand.  

Throughout October, we will also be hosting a program 
“How to Start and Run Your Own Book Club” at all three 
Library locations so patrons have the opportunity to 
participate in Book Clubs of their own.  

 

Paul Taylor, Claire Westlake, and Jacqui 
Jones-Cox: expert Book Club facilitators!  

Inspiring a Culture of Reading with local Children 

We are well into our fall programming here at the NVDPL. 
Our storytimes and outreach visits are serving to inspire a 
culture of reading in children across the North Shore.  
Storytimes are very well attended—with 50-70 attendees 
turning up for storytime sessions at Capilano! Library visits 
with the First Nations Capilano Little Ones have started, 
which encourage a culture of reading in children aged four to 
six. The Library also hopes to start bi-monthly storytimes at 
the Chief Joe Mathias Centre which will serve to meet the 
needs of our local First Nations community. 

 
The schedule and poster for fall  

storytimes at the NVDPL! 
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PROVIDING ENGAGING SPACES TO CREATE KNOWLEDGE AND SHARE STORIES 

The NVDPL is always looking for ways to activate our Library space to better serve our communities. Here are a few 
of the unique ways the Library engaged our spaces to meet the needs of our residents.  

Almost Too Cool for Preschool  
Tara Forman, Children’s Librarian, and Alison Campbell, Outreach 
Coordinator for Children and Teens, recently attended that North 
Shore Early Childhood Education Conference at Capilano 
University on Saturday, September 26. As proponents of lifelong 
learning, the Library is also committed to educating the public.  
Feedback was very positive and the course was full!  
 
The following is an excerpt from the course description: Alison 
Campbell and Tara Forman have been professional Children's 
Librarians for many years and currently work at North Vancouver 
District Public Library. Between the two of them, Tara and Alison 
have done THOUSANDS of storytimes for babies, toddlers and 
preschoolers—they know what works and why! They love to share 
their knowledge and enjoyment of children's literature, connect 
with community partners, and promote the free and fabulous 
resources available at the library.  

 

Tara Forman and Alison Campbell with 
their display at the conference.  

2015 Vancouver Coastal Health Breastfeeding Challenge 
On Saturday October 3, the Library co-hosted the Breastfeeding Challenge 
with Vancouver Coastal Health, as part of an international event.  About 50 
people, including local moms, dads, babies and their siblings gathered in 
the Lynn Valley Library’s program room and spilled out into the picture 
book area.  The crowd heard from doctors and other health practitioners 
about issues around breastfeeding, including how to transition when 
returning to work after maternity leave.  Gloria Nahanee, a Squamish 
elder, gave a blessing and showed the cedar basket her son was carried 
in.  The organizers were very pleased with the space and how welcoming 
the library was—they’ve already asked to do it here again next year! The 
event gained media attention, with a cover photo making it to the North 
Shore News! 

 

Cover photo of the Oct. 11 edition 
North Shore News. 
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Spanish Conversation Club  
The first Spanish Conversation Club with moderator Belkis Mujica. She 
helps people to improve their Spanish listening and speaking skills. The 
program is open to anyone who wants to learn about Hispanic culture, 
meet new people, socialize, and practice their Spanish.  

This is a new monthly program at the Library.  

 
Poster for the program. 

Orange Shirt Day—September 30 
Orange Shirt Day is an annual event held in recognition of the effects of the residential school systems on our 
community and Canadian First Nations. The annual day of recognition started as a result of a woman named 
Phyllis and her account of having her shiny new orange shirt taken away on her first day at a residential school. 
Orange Shirt Day is an opportunity for groups to come together in the spirit of reconciliation and hope for 
generations of children to come. In keeping with the Library's collaboration with the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, we supported the 2015 Orange Shirt Day by decking out in all things orange and promoting Orange 
Shirt Day on our social channels.  

               Parkgate Library                                       Capilano Library                              Lynn Valley Library  

           

                                                                

 

New District Art Gallery Opening Reception  
The new exhibit by Lorn Curry in the District Art Gallery has 
been wildly popular.  

From Palate to Palette – The Contemporary Food Still Life is an 
exhibit of food and kitchen object-themed still-life paintings 
inspired by contemporary hyper-realism. It seeks to explore 
the intersection of food and art in our lives. 

 
Artwork from new exhibiting artist Lorn Curry 

is on display until December 1. 
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SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF DIGITAL LITERACY AND DIGITAL CREATIVITY 
As proponents of Digital Literacy, we are excited to offer programs that educate our community about all things 
technology, as well as inspire their creativity with digital and electronic devices!  

FOSTERING COMMUNITY COLLABORATION 

The Library continues to build and strengthen relationships with local community partners. Here are a few events 
held throughout September that showcase our engagement in the community and working with local partners.  

Lorn Curry is a painter based in North Vancouver. His still life 
paintings explore light’s ability to define the surfaces across 
which it travels. His message, notwithstanding your parents’ 
advice, is that you should play with your food. 

An opening reception was held on Saturday, October 3 from 
2:00pm-4:00pm on the 2nd floor of the Lynn Valley Library. 
Light refreshments were served, complete with palette 
cookies supplied by artist Lorn Curry. To date, four paintings 
have been sold.  

 
 

Palette Cookies from Lorn Curry. 

Lego Robotics 
The fall session of Lego Robotics filled up well in-advance 
of its start date. The extremely well received program is 
run in partnership with the United Way and North Shore 
Community Resources. The Library provides the 
equipment and walks students in grades 4 to 7 through a 
kit to build robots over the course of five weeks. Children 
get to learn digital literacy skills while creatively building 
robots!  

 

Children work together to design and build their robots.  

 

An NVDPL photo used for promoting  

technology training at the Library.  

Tech Tutors  
Tech Tutors for the fall has started back up at Capilano 
Library! Each week, trained Tech Tutors provide 
assistance to patrons with electronic devices, digital 
programs, and online services. One on one sessions are 
booked to help our less-technology savvy resident get the 
help they need to become more comfortable with 
technology.  

Democracy Café Workshop—September 23-October 8 
Lynn Valley Library and Capilano Library both hosted the three part Democracy Café workshop series in 
September and October. Working alongside with North Shore Community Resources, the Democracy Café was a 
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partnership program between the North Vancouver City Library, West Vancouver Memorial Library, North Shore 
Immigrant Inclusion Partnership, and Parkgate Community Services. Workshops included “Civics 101: How our 
Government & Elections Work,” “Democratic Values & Experiences + Current Election Issues,” and “Overcoming 
Voter Apathy + Public Life Beyond the Vote.”  These community conversations educated the local public with 
basic information about Canadian Government, information they might need in making decisions about the 
upcoming Federal Election, and inspiring our local community to vote. These events were well attended at the 
NVDPL. The NVDPL also provided marketing and promotional support, designing promotional materials and 
assisting with marketing the programs.   

The Culture Cram—September 27 
Culture Days is an annual three day celebration of the arts and 
culture across Canada. Working with the North Vancouver 
Community Arts Council, the NVDPL planned a jam-packed day for 
celebrating Culture Days and participated as a Cultural Hub. It was a 
very well-attended event, which featured an Origami Workshop, a 
Zoroastrian Exhibit, Belly Dancing and Samba Fusion with the North 
Shore Folkfest Society, and a Community Play Date with the very 
popular North Shore Celtic Ensemble.    

 

 

 

Alex and Jose, Library patrons, at the 
Origami Workshop.  

 

A busy plaza for our Community Play Date 
with the North Shore Celtic Ensemble. 

SFU Philosophers’ Café  
The 2015 Philosopherss Café series kicked off at the Lynn Valley 
Library on September 29. This program, in partnership with Simon 
Fraser University, is a series of open dialogue sessions. Attendees at 
the September Café discussed the topic “Retribution, Punishment 
and Justice” in Canada, debating whether punishment can be 
morally justified and further, if the concept of restorative justice is 
at odds with our innate desires as humans for retribution. The 
Philosophers Café will also take place in October and November.  

 

Postcard for the Philosphers’ Café.  
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NURTURING AN ENGAGED, ADAPTIVE ORGANIZATION 

The Library is always looking for new ways to experiment with topics, programs and services, and further measures 
those outcomes to ensure impactful results. Here’s an example of some experimental programming we’re offering 
at the NVDPL.  

MISCELLANEOUS EVENTS  

Death Café—September 24  
Following the very popular Advanced Care Planning Workshop, we 
hosted an experimental program called a Death Café. Attendees gather 
to eat cake, drink tea, and discuss death. This is not a grief support or 
counselling session, but rather an open conversation about death, which 
aims to decrease the stigma around talking about finite lives. It was a 
rather experimental program which has proved to meet a need in our 
community. The event was so popular that the organizer will continue 
this as a regular monthly session starting in November. The NVDPL is 
proud to be a space where we can offer engaging programming that 
adapts to the needs of our residents.  

 

 

Photo used for promoting 
 the Death Café. 

Library Trustee Open House—October 14  
The Library Trustee Open House was held on Wednesday, October 14 at the Lynn Valley Library. The Library set 
up displays outlining our Collections, Children and Youth Services, Community Support, Governance, and 
Community Engagement. Although only four guests RSVP’d, it was a nice evening of discussion. Library Trustees 
Ken Lim, Linda Munro, and David Porter were in attendance, along with the Director of Library Services and 
members of the management team. Applicants were interested to hear from our Library staff and Board 
members about the work the NVDPL is doing in the community, and meaningful discussion about what it means 
to be a Board member ensued. Advertisements were posted by the District of North Vancouver in the North 
Shore News, and the NVDPL independently ran targeted Facebook advertising to promote the event and the 
application process.  

                  

             Collections and Children                                      Community Support Table.                         Programming &  
             & Youth Services Table.                                                                                                      Community Engagement. 
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS–SEPTEMBER  

• Adult Programs: We held 21 adult programs with a total attendance of 737 people throughout 
September. This attendance is 14% lower compared to 2014.  

• Newcomer/ELL Programs: We held 7 newcomer and English Language Learning (ELL) programs with a 
total attendance of 47. While we held a fewer number programs in comparison to September 2014, 
attendance is significantly higher by 40 attendees.  

• Teen Programs: We held 1 teen program in September 2015, as opposed to 2 that were held in 
September 2014. However, attendance at this program, the Teen Advisory Group Meeting, nearly 
doubled in 2015.  

• Children’s Programs: We held 51 children’s programs in September2015 with a total attendance of 1715 
children with their caregivers. September 2015 saw an increase of 7% for our children’s program 
attendance when compared to September 2014, and consistently increases month after month.  

• Traffic (measured by gate counts): The gate count for September 2015 is 72,934, which is a decrease of 
7% compared to 2014. One thing that may explain this is that the BC Teachers school strike was still taking 
place in September of 2014 and NVDPL gate counts saw an increase of approximately 8,000 people.  

• Circulation and Holds: In September, there were 120,440 physical items checked out, showing a decrease 
of 9% when compared to September of 2014. Month-to-month circulation for 2015 overall remains 
consistent, showing a year-to-date decrease of 1.8%.  

• Digital Circulation: 6,472 Digital Items were borrowed throughout September 2015 illustrating an 
increase of almost 3% compared to September 2014.  

• Virtual Visits: Virtual Visits overall for September 2015 show an increase of close to 7%, with the majority 
of that coming from the BiblioCommons. Use of the BiblioCommons in September 2015 shows an increase 
of 20%; website traffic remains consistent for 2015 but shows a 15% decrease in website hits when 
compared to 2014.   
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