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Reconciliation and the Library
Over the past six months, the NVDPL has been leading the charge in regards to
supporting the process of Reconciliation. From focused resource displays on the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Executive Summary; to An Evening in
Honour of the Community Commitment to Truth, Healing, and Reconciliation;
to Journeys: An Evening of Community Storytelling; to the most recent
program: Reconciliation through Indigenous Education.

Fostering Knowledge The NVDPL has supported Reconciliation
through providing resources, information, and events to help foster and create
knowledge within the community.

Sharing Stories Our attendees are encouraged to share! There have

been notable guest speakers at each of these events, who patrons are encouraged
to listen to and learn from. However, these have gone hand-in-hand with open
dialogue sessions where meaningful discussions have taken place. We’re opening
up the conversation on topics that have not often been discussed publicly among
local residents.

Connecting Community

Over 120 community members have attended these events: from representatives
of our local First Nations, to educators, executive directors, and North Shore
residents. The events are being filled to capacity, showing a real interest in and
need for this type of programming. The success of these events supports future,
including a possible storytelling event in February 2016, and working with
Reconciliation Canada on table-top discussions and workshops over the next year.

Leading the Way

The NVDPL is being seen as a leader of change. These events have attracted media
attention and Library interest from across Canada. The NVDPL is being consulted by
libraries wanting to develop their own programs around Reconciliation- including
the 2014 Library of the Year!

“

Community Comments
I live nearby and go to, or past, our library quite often in the week. I look in the
window and there are young children busy sitting with a book. They’re enjoying
and sitting on that big, green snake. Lovely!! Kids are not sitting in front of a TV
or computer screen. 3 cheers for all of you! I am an elderly lady now and it is
wonderful to have these simple, positive evidences of the good in our society.
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