
Barenbaum, Rachel. A Bend in the Stars. 

An epic love story and heart-pounding 

journey across WWI-era Russia, about a 

brilliant young scientist racing against 

Einstein to solve one of the greatest 

mysteries of the universe. 

 

Benedict, Marie. The Only Woman in the Room. 

A powerful novel based on the 

incredible true story of the glamour 

icon and scientist Hedy Lamarr, 

whose ground-breaking invention 

revolutionized modern 

communication. She possessed a 

stunning beauty. She also possessed a 

stunning mind. Could the world handle both? 

 

Benjamin, Melanie. Mistress of the Ritz. 

A captivating novel based on the story 

of the extraordinary real-life American 

woman who secretly worked for the 

French Resistance during World War II--

while playing hostess to the invading 

Germans at the iconic Hotel Ritz in 

Paris. 

 

Bowen, Rhys. The Victory Garden. 

World War I is raging, and Emily Bryce 

is eager to join the war effort.  It isn't 

long before she meets an recuperating 

Australian pilot and falls in love. She 

joins the Women's Land Army and 

leaves home, continuing the 

relationship until he's sent back into 

battle in France. Readers witness the British class 

system on the brink of change, and the bonding that 

steers the "land girls" through challenges of life and 

the war, as they learn farming skills, finally landing in 

a small village to help an arrogant and lonely 

aristocrat restore her estate.  

 

Imperial dynasty falls. Eliza escapes back to 

America, while Sofya and her family flee to their 

country estate.  Through the turmoil of Europe at 

war, their lives will intersect in profound ways.  

 

Lester, Natasha. The Paris Orphan. 

When American model Jessica May 

arrives in Europe to cover the war as a 

photojournalist for Vogue, most of the 

soldiers are determined to make her 

life as difficult as possible. But three 

friendships change that. Journalist 

Martha Gellhorn encourages Jess to bend the 

rules. Captain Dan Hallworth keeps her safe in 

dangerous places so she can capture the stories 

that truly matter. And most important of all, the 

love of a little orphan named Victorine gives Jess 

strength to do the impossible.  

 

Manning, Kristy. The Song of the Jade Lily. 

In 1939 Romy and her family leave Austria to settle 

in Shanghai as Jewish refugees and 

Romy forms a deep friendship with Li. 

In 2016, Romy's granddaughter 

Alexandra transfers to Shanghai to 

search for clues about her mother's 

history. 

 

Meacham, Leila. Dragonfly. 
At the height of WWII, five idealistic 

young Americans receive a mysterious 

letter from the OSS, asking them if they 

are willing to fight for their country. The 

men and women from very different 

backgrounds all answer the call of duty. They bond 

immediately, in a group code-named Dragonfly. 

Thus begins a dramatic cat-and-mouse game, as 

the group seeks to stay under the radar until a fatal 

misstep leads to the capture and the firing-squad 

Chiaverini, Jennifer. Resistance Women. 

Four women do what they can to help 

the resistance in Germany. Together, 

they work to fight the rise of fascism 

and risk their lives by pursuing their 

activities even when under close 

Gestapo observation, and refusing to 

expose one another despite torture. 

 

Downing, David. Diary of a Dead Man on Leave. 

In April 1938, a man calling himself 

Josef Hofmann arrives at a boarding 

house in Hamm, Germany, and lets a 

room from the widow who owns it. 

Fifty years later, Walter Gersdorff, the 

widow's son, who was eleven years 

old in the spring of 1938, discovers 

the carefully hidden diary the boarder 

had kept during his stay. What Walter finds is a 

scathing chronicle of one the most tumultuous 

years in German history, narrated by a secret agent 

on a deadly mission.  

 

Hlad, Alan. The Long Flight Home. 
It's autumn of 1940, and the carpet 

bombings of London have begun. 

Susan Shepard and her grandfather 

Bertie raise pigeons on their farm . 

Ollie Evans, an American crop-duster 

pilot , has decided to try to join the Allied effort as a 

Royal Air Force flier. Soon, Ollie meets Susan and 

the birds she has trained. Ollie becomes caught up 

in the fighting while Susan becomes involved in the 

real-life intelligence operation that featured the air-

drop of hundreds of homing pigeons in occupied 

France.  

 

Kelly, Martha Hall. Lost Roses. 

It is 1914 and Eliza Ferriday is travelling 

to St. Petersburg with Sofya Streshnayva, 

a cousin of the Romanovs. When Austria 

declares war on Serbia and Russia’s 
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Nina. Growing up in post-war Boston, Jordan 

McBride is determined to become a 

photographer. There is something disconcerting 

about her father's new fiancée; delving into her 

past, Jordan finds secrets that may threaten all 

she holds dear. 

 

Rimmer, Kelly. The Things We Cannot Say. 
This novel weaves together the 

narratives of Alina, a young woman 

trying to survive WWII in Poland, and 

Alice, a mother and wife juggling the 

intergenerational complexities of 

modern family. Their stories 

converge when Alice undertakes a 

journey to uncover the secrets of her dying 

grandmother’s past. 
 

Salazar, Noelle. Flight Girls. 

Signing up to train military pilots in 

Hawaii when World War II breaks out 

in Europe, Audrey Coltrain joins the 

Women Airforce Service Pilots 

program after the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor and bonds with her fellow 

pilots to find hope and strength in the face of war. 

 

Robotham, Mandy. The German Midwife. 
Germany, 1944. Taken from the 

camps to serve the Fuhrer himself, 

Anke Hoff is assigned as midwife to 

one of Hitler's inner circle. If she 

refuses, her family will die. Torn 

between her duty as a caregiver and 

her hatred for the Nazi regime, Anke 

is swept into a life unlike anything she's ever 

known - and she discovers that many of those at 

the Berghof are just as trapped as she is. 
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execution of one of their team. But ... is everything 

as it seems, or is this one more elaborate act of 

spycraft? 

 

Nattel, Lilian.  Girl at the Edge of the Sky. 

A novel based on the life of Lily 

Litvyak, a female Soviet fighter pilot 

shot down behind German lines in 

the Second World War. Lily Litvyak is 

no one's idea of a fighter pilot: a tiny, 

dimpled teenager with golden curls 

who lied about her age in order to 

fly. But in the crucible of the air war against the 

German invaders, she becomes that rare thing-- a 

flying ace, glorified as the White Rose of Stalingrad. 

 

Pears, Tim.  The Redeemed. 

It is 1916. The world has gone to war, 

and young Leo Sercombe, hauling coal 

aboard the HMS Queen Mary, is a long 

way from home. The wild, unchanging 

West Country roads of his boyhood 

seem very far away from life aboard a 

battlecruiser.  Lottie Prideaux defies the 

expectations of her class and sex as she covertly 

studies to be a vet. In a world torn asunder by war, 

everything dances in flux: how can the old ways of 

life survive, and how can the future be imagined, in 

the face of such unimaginable change.  

 

Quinn, Kate. The Huntress. 
When the Nazis attack the Soviet Union, Nina 

Markova risks everything to join the 

legendary Night Witches, an all-female 

night bomber regiment. Stranded 

behind enemy lines, Nina becomes the 

prey of a Nazi murderess known as the 

Huntress. Transformed by the horrors 

he witnessed, British war 

correspondent Ian Graham has become a Nazi 

hunter, and only one target eludes him: the 

Huntress. To find her, Graham joins forces with 


